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ACTS: x. 40, 41 vn 
Him God raiſed up the third Day, and ſhewed bini 


openly ; 
Not to all the People, but unto Witneſſes, choſen before 
% God, even unto us, who did eat and drink With him 


after he rofe from the Dead. 
IT H E Reſurrection of the bleffed Jeſus hath been al- 


ways looked upon as the main Foundation on which 

Chriſtianity is built; and as that great Miracle which 
beyond Doubt and Contradiction proves and eſtabliſhes the 
Truth of our holy Religion. * / Chrift be not riſen, then 
7s our preaching vain, and your Faith is alſo vain, If he, 
whom we believe to have died for our Sins, and to have 
riſen again for our Juſtification, be till under the Dominion 
of Death; then we are yet in our Sins, and cannot be aſ- 
ſured that his Death hath made Satisfaction for them to the 
divine Juſtice: But if full Payment hath bcen made, our 
_ Surety cannot be detained in the Prifon of the Grave; and 
therefore by his riſing again, he hath ſhewn that his Pro- 
pitiation for Sin is accepted, our Redemption completed, 
and our Sins pardoned. 

When, as the Chapter from whence my Text is taken 

informs us, St. Peter was by an expreſs Direction from 
Heaven fent to convert Cornelius, the Firſt-fruit of the Gen- 
tiles; it was neceſſary he ſhould inſtruct him in this 1 impor- 
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tant Truth: Therefore he acquaints him, that Feſis, who 
had been put to death by the Malice of the Fews, was raiſed 
again on the third Day by the Power of God. In order to 
perſuade this pious Heathen of the Truth of what he aſ- 
ſerted, it would have been highly improper for the Apoſtle 
to have mentioned as a Proof what might be any way liable 
to reaſonable Objections. He told him, nevertheleſs, that 
God, after the Reſurrection, ſhewed him openly; and un- 
doubtedly thought it would be no prejudice to his Aſſertion 
to add, that theſe Appearances were vouchfafed to choſen: 
and proper Witneſſes, —to thoſe- whom he had appointed to 
preach the Goſpel, and to bear Teſtimony to the World that 
he was riſen from the Dead, 

This then is a Fact, which ought to be well and ſubſtan- 
tially proved ; and though we in this Age cannot, like Co- 
nelius, have it from the Mouth of any who ſaw Jeſus after 
he was riſen, yet he who * liveth, and was dead, and is 
alive for evermore, hath afforded us ſuch full Evidence of 
the Truth of his Reſurrection, as muſt needs convince all 
but thoſe, who, in Spite of the cleareſt Arguments to the 
contrary, are before hand reſolved to diſpute and cavil, ra- 
ther than to believe. 

To ſatisfy Men through how unexceptionable a Channel 
this Evidence flows, I ſhall obſerve that Sz. Matthew and 
St. Fohn were of the Number of the Twelve, of thoſe 
Apoſtles of our Lord, who conſtantly attended on him dur- 
ing the Courſe of his Miniſtry on Earth, - who were Wit- 
nales of his Preaching, his Sufferings, his Paſſion, his Death 
and his Reſurrection ; and ſo were fit and proper Perſons to 
declare theſe Things to the World, and to record them for 
the information of Poſterity. 

St. Mark and St. Luke, though not of the number of the 
Twelve, were converſant with thoſe who were well ac- 
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quainted with all the Tranſactions relating to our Saviour, — 
with thoſe who were Eye and Ear Witneſſes of what he did 
and ſuffered, —with thoſe who ſaw him before his Death, 
and converſed with him after his Reſurrection. Sz. Mark 
was the conſtant Attendant of Sf. Peter, who could well in- 
form him in what belonged to the Hiſtory of Jeſs: And 
St. Luke was the Companion of St. Paul, who (though 
called late to the Apoſtleſhip) had yet ſufficient Information 
from St. James and other of the Apoſtles, and was, beſides, 
inſtructed by immediate Inſpiration from Heaven. 
Theſe four, then, who penned the Goſpels, could not be 
in any want of proper and ſufficient Information, They 
knew what they wrote to be true, and had no Biaſs on them 
to occaſion their ſpeaking what was not ſtrictly true. The 
Facts which they recorded, and the Doctrines which they 
taught, rendered them ſubject to the Ridicule, the Malice, 
and the Cruelty of their Enemies; fo that nothing but the 
Love of Truth could excite them to declare theſe Things ; 
nor could any thing leis make them perſiſt in their Aſſertions 
at the Expence of their Eaſe and Quiet, and at the Hazard 
of their Lives. 
When theſe Goſpels were firſt wi: itten, in the Infancy of Ul 
Chriſtianity, they certainly contained in them nothing dit- 
ferent from what the Apoſtles had before preached ; other- 
wile they would have been diſowned and rejected by thoſe 
who had been before inſtructed in our Religion: But the 
Spirit of God, who preſerved theſe ſacred Penmen from 
Error, moved them to put in Writing what had been be- 
fore taught and believed, tor the Uſe of the Church in fu- 
ture Ages, that the Faith might be handed down pure and 
uncorrupt, and not be ſubject to thoſe Mixtures and Uncer- 
tainties to which Oral Tradition is expoſed. 
As the Jour Gofpels were not indited at one and the ſame 
time; ſo they who wrote after others, inſtead of following 
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the preceding Writers in every Circumſtance or every Hi- 
ſtory, do ſometimes omit whole Paſſages, at other times re- 
late them with the Omiſlion of ſome Circumſtances and the 
Addition of others; ſometimes they recount them in the 
fame, at other times in a different Order, Some are fuller 
and more particular; whilſt others are more conciſe, and, 
as it were, abbreviate what 18 elſewhere recorded more at 
large. 

Thus, as in other Parts of our Lord's Hiſtory, ſo in the 
Account of the Reſurrection, though the Writers of the 
ſeveral Goſpels do all relate the ſame Event, namely, that 
he roſe from the Dead; yet they do not deliver it in the 
ſame Words, in the fame Order, or with all and every the 
{ame Circumſtances ; and yet their Accounts are all true and 
genuine, and may with ſome Care and Pains be well re- 
conciled one to the other, and one regular and conſiſtent 
Hiſtory of the Fact be formed from them. This hath been 
often attempted, but by none with greater Succeſs than by a 
learned and judicious Gentleman, who hath lately obliged 
the World with very valuable * Obſervations on this Sub- 
ject, to the Joy and Satisfaction of ſincere Chriſtians, and 
the Confufion of impious and unfair Cavillers. 

Having thus paved the way by theſe previous Remarks 
on the ſacred Records, from whence we at this Day mult 
produce our Evidence for the Proof of this Doctrine: I 
ſhall now endeavour to confirm your Faith and illuſtrate 
my Text, 

. obſerving, that after God had raiſed Chriff 
from the Dead, he /hewed him openly, _ 

IL Secondly, 1 thall prove that theſe Appearances are 
abundantly ſufficient to. convince Mankind of the Truth 
and Certainty of Chi Reſurrection, 


Obſervations on the Hiſtory and Evidences of the Reſurrection of 
Feſus Chriſt, by Gilbert Het: Elg. © WY 
- III. Thirdly, 
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III. Thirdly, I ſhall offer ſome Reaſons why he did not 
appear to all the People. ok 
IV. And laſtly, I ſhall conclude with an Application 
proper to the Occaſion of the preſent Solemnity. 


I. Firſt then, After God had raiſed Chriſt from the Dead, 
he ſhewed him openly. 
It muſt be laid down as a certain Truth, that Crit was 
really dead ; for without this, there could have been no Re- 
ſurrection. That he actually died will appear from the Se- 
verity of his Puniſhment, the nailing to the Croſs, and the 
piercing with the Spear. The Malice of his Enemies would 
be ſure not to leave him, till they had ſeen him dead, His 
being already dead, prevented the Soldiers from breaking 
his Bones. Before Pilate granted leave to Joſeph of Arima- 
thea to take away his Body, he took care to be ſatisfied by 
the Guard that he had been ſome time dead, Had he not 
been void of Life, Fo/eph and Nicodemus would not have 
treated him as they did, winding him up in Grave-Cloaths 


with Spices, and laying him in a Tomb, the proper Repo- 


ſitory of a dead Corpſe. And finally, his Death was beyond 
all Contradiction proved by the Vigilance of his Murderers, 


who took care to have the Sepulchre © ſecured with a Seal, 


and guarded by a Band of Soldiers, 

But in vain doth the Wit of Man endeavour to defeat the 

determined Purpoſe of God. His Fleſh was not to ſee Cor- 
ruption, and Death could hold him no longer than the third 

Day, when he threw afide the Weeds of the Grave, and 

aroſe triumphantly into Life. 


On the ſame glorious Morn, he appeared * firſt to Mary 
Magdalene, and ſoon after to the other holy Women: They 


John vix. 33. > Mark xv. 44 Matt. xxvii, 66. Mar. xvi. 9. 


Joh. xx. 14, 15, 16, 17. | 


all 
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all acknowledged him for their bleſſed Maſter; they con- 
verſed with him; and were ſent by him on a Meſſage to his 


Diſciples. Towards the Evening! of the ſame Day, he joined 


Cleophas and another Diſciple in their way to Emmaus, 

he diſcourſed with them on the Road; he explained to them 
the Prophecies relating to his Death and Reſurrection; he 
Jat down at Meat with them, and was, after ſome Recollec- 
tion, known unto them, The ſame Night he appeared to 
b the Apoſtles, as they were aſſembled at Jeruſalem; they 


were as yet incredulous, notwithſtanding the Reports which 


| had been brought them; but he was now pleaſed to give 
them infallible Proofs of his being their very Lord and Ma- 
ſter, really alive again from the Dead, by converſing with 
them, offering his Body to be handled by them, ſhewing 
them his Wounds, and eating and drinking in their Sight. 


Theſe four ſeveral Manifeftations the blefſed Jeſus rouch- 


ſafed to his ſelect Followers on the very Day, on which he 


aroſe ;—a Day, which, from the notable Event of his Re- 


ſurre&ion, hath, in its weekly Return, been ever ſince ho- 
noured by Chriſtians with the Name of The Lord's Day. St. 
Thomas was not * at that Time with the other Apoſtles, and, 


when he was told of what had happened, refuſed to believe. 


that they had ſeen the Lord; therefore that he, who with 


the others was to be a Witneſs of the Reſurrection, might 


be fully ſatisfied in the Truth of it, our Lord was pleaſed 
on the firſt Day of the following Week to ſhew himſelf 


again to the Apoſtles, when this Diſciple, was with them: 
He applied himſelf particularly to him, and bad him over- 
come his Incredulity by that Experiment which himſelf had 
propoſed, 'of examining the Print of the Wounds with his 


Hands and Fingers; ſo that ST. Thomas, being fully con- 
vinced, cried out in a holy Rapture, My Lora, and my God ! 


© Luke xxiv. 13. Mar. xvi. 12. Mar. xvi. 14. Luke xxiv. 36. Joh. 
XX. 19. © John xx. 24. John xx. 26. 
g The 
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The next Appearance which the Goſpel hath recorded, 
was at the Sea of Galilee or Tiberias*, where his divine 
Power was manifeſted to Peter, Thomas, Nathanael, James, 
and John, with two other Diſciples, by a very large Draught 
of Fiſhes, which they caught by his Direction: And at this 
Time he dined with them. 

After this, be was ſeen of above fioe hundred Brethren 
af once, upon a Mountain in Galilee; and many of thoſe 
who there ſaw him were alive when St Paul wrote his firſt 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians, Upon the Sight of their Lord, 
they failed not here to worſhip him, though ne had before 
doubted of the Truth of his Reſurrection, 

St. Paul acquaints us, that ſome time after, he was ſeen 
of James, and then of all the A poſtlese; which laſt muſt be 
underſtood of his Appearance on Thurſday the fortieth Day 
after his Reſurrection d, when from that Part of the Mount 
of Olives which is called Bethany, in the Sight of them all, 
he aſcended into Heaven, where he now ſitteth at the 
right Hand of God. 

Theſe are all the Manifeſtations of our Lord from his 
Reſurrection to his Aſcenſion which are recorded in Scrip- 
ture. Whether he ſhewed himſelf during that time oftener 
than is here ſet down, we have no Authority to determine: 
This only is plain from the Goſpels, that after he was riſen 
from the Dead, he did not conſtantly accompany with his 
Apoſtles, nor converſe with them with the ſame F arenen 
and Familiarity as he did before his Crucifixion : Nor was 
it neceflary that he ſhould, or that he ſhould ſhew himſelf 
more frequently: than he did: And to give you Satisfaction 
in this Point, I come, 


II. Secondly, to prove that theſe Appearances are abund- 

* John XXi. I I Cor. xv. 6. Matt. xxyiii. 26. . x Cor. xv. 7. 

Mark xvi, bs Lake xxiv. 50. Acts i. 9. 
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antly ſufficient to convince Mankind of the Truth and 
Certainty of Chriſt's Reſurrection, 

We have ſeen who they were to whom our Lord e 
himſelf after his Reſurrection; and they muſt certainly be 
allowed well qualified to be proper Witneſſes. Whether he 
who had been dead was alive again, was a matter of Fact 
of which their Senſes were able Judges. One weak Man 
might, perhaps, have been prevailed on to take a Decep- 
tion for a Reality; but eleven Perſons together could not 
well be ſuppoſed liable to the like Miſtake : —Or, if even 
they could be thus deceived, yet it exceeds Imagination that 
ſo great a Number as above Five hundred at once, ſhould all 
fancy they ſaw any one alive again, when he was yet dead. 

Had it been recorded that Chriſt appeared only once after 
his Reſurrection ;— or had he, upon ſhewing himſelf, im- 
mediately diſappeared again ; there might have been more 
grounds for ſuſpecting ſome Deluſion : But his manifeſting 
himſelf ſo often during the Space of forty Days, and giving 
them Time and Opportunity at each of theſe Appearances 
to be thoroughly ſatisfied that it was he himſelf, will fully 
clear the Affair from any thing of Cheat or Impoſture, 

They knew that he had been dead, and ſaw that he was 
alive: But ſo far were they from being prejudiced in Fa- 
vour of his Reſurrection, that nothing leſs than the moſt 
| glaring Proofs, the moſt undeniable Evidence of their Senſes, 

could bring them to believe it, But when they not only ſaw 
him, but talked and converſed with him; when they had 


handled him ; when they had examined thoſe Marks which 


the Spear and the Nails had left upon him; then, and not 
— — 10 their Doubts ſubſided, - their Incredulity vaniſned.— 
and they firmly believed, and boldly teſtified the Truth and 
Certainty of his Reſurrection, 
The Holy Ghoſt likewiſe confirmed their Tetimany, 
and bare Witneſ to the Truths which they preached, by 
im- 


444 

impowering them to ſpeak with Tongues which they had 
never learned, and to work Miracles, which they confeſſed 
they did in the Name and by the Authority of Fe/us who 
had been dead, and was now alive again, and liveth for 
evermore, | 5 5 | 

Theſe Witneſſes then were fit and proper ones, and not 
the Jeſs, but the more proper for being before choſen of God, 
who knew their Honeſty and Simplicity, their Piety and 
Integrity, their Diſintereſtedneſs and Attachment to the 
Truth; and therefore thoſe Manifeſtations which Chri/t 
made of himſelf to theſe ſelected happy Perſons, were abund- 
antly ſufficient to convince Mankind of the Truth of his 
Reſurrection. 1 2 85 


III. I ſhall proceed now, in the third Place, briefly to offel 
ſome Reaſons, why Chriſt did not appear to all the People. 
_ _ Hence Infidelity. hath raiſed an Objection againſt the Do- 
 Arine of Chri/?'s Reſurrection : But this will be found to be 
a mere Cavil, ſince, as we have already ſeen, they to whom 
our Lord appeared after he was riſen, were well qualified 
both to know and bear Teſtimony to the Truth: And if 
they, both in Weight and Number, were ſufficient to ſup- 
port the Evidence of this Fact, then other Witneſſes were 
not neceſſary, and farther Teſtimony would be but ſuper- 
3 | N 
Beſides, it was unbecoming the Dignity of that Majeſty 
which Chriſt aſſumed after his Reſurrection, to ſhew him- 
ſelf indifferently to all, as he had done before his Death, 
He was then in a State of Humiliation, he lived as a Man, 
he converſed as a Man, and appeared alike both to his Friends 
and Enemies: But, at his riſing from the Dead, he entered 
upon his State of Exaltation ; his Body, which before had 
been mortal, was now glorious ; the Power of the Divinity 
ſhone through the Veil of Fleſh; and it became NY 
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to the divine Diſpenſation under this Period for Chr1i/? to 
ſhew himſelf promiſcuouſly to all the People. 
If we examine the Words of the Text mare nearly, we 
ſhall not find in them what the Objection ſuppoſes, that 
Chriſt ſhewed himſelf only. to his Friends and Followers. 
The Apoſtle, indeed, faith, he did not ſhew himſelf to all the 
People (nor could he have done this, without either conven- 
ing them all into one Place, or travelling during the forty 
Days into every City and Village of the Fews) but to cho- 
en Witneſſes, even to us, who did eat and drink with him. 
Now. if theſe Words were to be taken in their greateſt 
Strictneſs, the Oppoſition would be thus; — not to all, but 
only to us, who did eat and drink with him, and were, as it 
follows in the next Verſe, appointed to preach the Goſpel, 
and to teſtify. that he is riſen. This confines the Sens be: 
yond what Sr. Peter intended, ſolely to the Apoſtles and 
Preachers of the Goſpel. But did none elſe ſee him in thoſe 
forty Days? The five hundred Brethren were probably not 
4ll Preachers, nor did all eat and drink with him, and yet 
they law him. And even thoſe who guarded the Tomb, 
= were far from a Suſpicion of being in, his Intereſt, if 
they did not, through the Greatneſs of their Surprize, ſee 
him alive, yet felt the Earthquake, and ſaw the Angel, and 
miſſed the Body, and knew that he was riſen, - 

So that the Drift of St. Peter is not to aſſert that he ap- 
peared to none but Believers; but rather to ſhew, that there 
was no Neceſſity, in order to belief, that every one ſhould 
bave ſeen him with his own Eyes, —or that he ſhould 
have manifeſted himſelf to Cornelius and his Companions ; 
ſinc hs ſufficient that thoſe who were before ordained 
of Go to bear Teſtimony to his Reſurrection, {hould 
themſelves be fully and ſenſibly convinced of the Truth 
of what they aſſerted. _ 76 Is} 


Though the Scripture be filent on this Head, yet it is 


poſſible that amongſt thoſe who ſaw him, ſome might not 
_ I before 


(13 ] 
before have been his Diſciples, till they were convinced; as 
Saul the Phariſee afterwards was, by this miraculous Event. 
If it be thought reaſonable that Chriſt ſhould at firſt have 
appeared to all without Diſtinction who were in or about 
Feruſalem at the Time of his Reſurrection; the ſame Claim 
might with equal Juſtice have been laid by every Part of 
the World, and by every ſingle Perſon in it: And not only 
that, but all future Ages might offer the ſame Plea for ſuſ- 
pending their . Belief, until Chriſt had perſonally appeared 
tall Marking. 
But if this be highly unreaſonable, then it was requiſite 
that he ſhould appear only to a certain Number of Wit- 
neſſes, on whoſe Teſtimony all the World is bound to be- 
lieve the truth of his Reſurrection. 3 
Beſides, if Chriſt had appeared in a more publick and 
general Manner, it would not have been a fuller Proof of 
bis Reſurrection, which had before all the Evidence that 
was neceſſary. And then, the cruel Treatment which he 
had ſuffered from his Enemies, could merit no Favour for 
their Conviction. Before his Paſſion, he tried all proper 
ways to reclaim them; he taught them with Mildneſs, or 
rebuked them with Sharpneſs, as the Caſe required: But 
{ill they turned their Backs upon his Doctrine, and rejected 
him, He wrought Miracles in their Favour, —he healed the 
Sick, —he cured the Lame, —he rebuked the Winds and the 
Sea, and raiſed the Dead; and even all this could not pre- 
vail on them to receive him as ſent from God. When there- 
fore they were thus hardened in their Infidelity, and their 
Obſtinacy and Wickedneſs had rendered them unworthy of 
any Favour at his Hands, how could it be expected that he 
ſhould appear to them after his Reſurrection? This would 
have been to force them irreſiſtably to believe; their Reli- 
gion would not then have been founded upon free Choice, 
and ſuch Faith would have had no Virtue or Excellency in 
. it, 
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it, nor have been accounted of any Value in the Sight of 
God; 25 r 300, 16 2004 ail Ie. ng ves 
IV. Icome now, laſtly, to conclude with an Applica- 
tion proper to the Occaſion of the preſent Solemnity, _ 
The Connection between Faith and good Works is plain 
and evident; a lively Faith always diſcovering itſelf in 
Deeds of Piety and Humanity: And therefore the Wiſdom 
of our Anceſtors is to be reſpected, who conſecrated this 
ſolemn and joyful Seaſon to them both; that whilſt we 
glory in the Croſs of Chriſt, and triumph in the Faith of 
him who is riſen from the Dead, we might ſhew our ready 
Obedience to his eſpecial Command, in promoting the 
Cauſe of Charity, and let the World ſee that we are not 
aſhamed of that peculiar Badge of Chriſtianity. And what 
Pleaſure muſt it afford to every good Chriſtian, to behold 
this honourable Aſſembly meeting in the Houſe of God, in 
this Age of Infidelity, openly to profeſs their Belief in the 
Reſurrection, —and, in this Age of Immorality and Selfiſh- 
neſs, to warm their own Hearts and the Hearts of others 
towards the noble Work of relieving the Members of 
If we, be riſen with Chrift*, we muſt ſeek thoſe things 
which are above. If we would be Partakers of his Reſur- 
rection, we mult ſet light by the Things of this World ;— 
we muſt make to ourſelves Friends of the Mammon of Un- 
righteouſneſs*; and by laying up our Treaſure in Heaven®, 
provide a Paſs-port for ourſelves to thoſe everlaſting Habi- 
tations, where he who is riſen from the Dead now ſitteth 


on the right Hand of God: For, without the Grace of Cha- 


rity, we are counted dead before God; and if it were poſſi- 

ble for us to be poſſeſſed of all other Virtues, and be defi- 

cient herein, the want of this alone would debar us from 

Col. ii. 1. Luke xvi. 9. © Matt. vi. 19. 

| | Heaven, 
4 


" E\. 
"IN 
10 
ks. 7 
2 
de 
* 
8 
** 
NY 
1 
2 
1 
7 3 
"2 
{8 * 


15 


Heaven, The Love of our Neighbour muſt be joined to, 
and proceed from the Love of God; nor can we pretend to 
the latter, unleſs we are poſſeſſed of the former; for * }Yhoſs 
hath this World's Good, and ſeeth his Brother have need, 
and. ſhutteth up his Bowwels of Compaſſion * bim, how 


dwelleth the Love of God in him? 


Since then to do Good, and to diſtribute to the Neceſſi- 


tous, is an indiſpenſable Duty, there remains to us nothing 
but the Choice of Objects; for whilſt all who are in any 


kind of Diſtreſs ſolicite our Charity, and the Fund of every 


private Perſon is too ſcanty to relieve them all, the good 


Man will give with Diſcretion, and huſband what he is 
able to beſtow in ſuch a manner as may be moſt beneficial 


to Mankind in Miſery. When the Alms of many Indivi- 
duals are collected into one publick Stock, their Value is 
thereby improved ; and the Influence of them becomes more 
extenſive, whilſt they are intruſted in fafe Hands, and ma- 


naged with Prudence and Oeconomy by thoſe whoſe only 


Aim in diſpenſing them is to do Good, and whom Expe- 
rience and long Obſervation have taught in what manner 


this may beſt be done, We can then never want for Op- 


portunities of diſpoſing of our Charity with the utmoſt Pro- 
priety, ſo long as the ancient Hoſpitals of this honourable 
City ſubſiſt; which are calculated ſo as to extend their Re- 
lief to Objects moſt deſerving of their Care and bett entitled 


to their Compaſſion. 


To be a Father to the Fatherleſs; —to ſupply the Place 


of the indulgent Mother; to take the poor helpleſs Orphan 


under our Care and Protection; to cover his tender Limbs 
with warm and decent Cloathing to ſecure him from bad 


Companp, the infectious Bane of unguarded Youth ;—to 


inure him betimes to Induſtry, and teach him to ſhun Idle- 
neſs, the Parent of Vice and Immorality ; to furnith his in- 


* x John iii. 17. 


fant 
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fant Mind with ſound Notions of God and Goodneſs ;—to 
inſtruct him in the Principles of our holy Religion ;—to 
accuſtom him in his early Years to the regular and conſtant 
Practice of religious. Duties ;—to enrich his Underſtanding 
with proper and uſeful Learning to continue this pious 
Care as long as Neceſſity requires ;—not to forſake him be- 
fore he is able to ſhift for himſelf ;—and then, after con- 
ſulting his Genius, Capacity, and Inclinations, to place the, 
Youth in that Condition of Life for which he ſeems beſt 
qualified, and in which, with the Bleſſing of God on his 
honeſt Induſtry, he may procure a comfortable Subſiſtance 
for himſelf, and become an uſeful Member of the Common- 
wealth: To do thus for great Numbers of Children, who 
would otherwiſe want a decent Maintenance, a Chriſtian 
Education, and a friendly Hand to uſher them into the 
World, and fix them in 1 uſeful Station, muſt certainly 
be a noble Charity; and this is the Deſign of that Heſpital 
which is diſtinguiſhed by the Name of ri. and, like 
that bleſſed Saviour of Mankind, faith, * Syfer the little 
Children to come unto me, and forbid them not. 

That the Publick may be thoroughly ſatisfied in the State 
of the charitable Foundations of this great Metropolis, there 
is printed, A True Report of the great Number of poor 
Children, and other poor People, maintained in the ſeveral 
Hoſpitals, under the pious Care of the Lord-Mayor, Com- 
monalty, and Citizens of the City of London, the Year laſt 
paſt. And from thence it appears, that, during that Time, 
there have been, 

Cbildren put forth Apprentices, and diſcharged out is 

Chriſt's Hoſpital, — 146 
Ten whereof being inſtructed in the Mathematicks and 

Navigation, were placed forth Apprentices to Com- 

manders US Ships, 


„Mark x. 14. 


Children 


L! 
Cbildren buried the Year laſt paſt, Five. 
Children now remaining under the Care and Charge of 
tbe ſaid Hoſpital, which are kept in the Houſe and at 


_- Nurſe elſewhere 968 
And newly admitted — 156 
Amounting in all to — — 1124 — 


Another Branch of Charity is, to extend our Relief to the 
Sick and the Lame, the Wounded and the Maimed, who 
ſurely are all of them proper Objects of Compaſſion, and 
as ſuch recommend themſelves to us in a very forcible 
Manner. _ ends 
When Man came firſt out of his Maker's Hands, his 
Soul was ferene and happy, for it was free from Guilt, and 
his Body was found and healthy, and attacked by no Diſ- 
temper ; But as ſoon as Sin entered into the World, it not 
only clouded the Underſtanding, and deprived the Soul of 
its Peace and Serenity; but likewiſe overthrew the even 
Temperature of the Body, and brought on Mankind thoſe 
various Diſeaſes, from which none who partake of our 
corrupted Nature have a Right to be exempted : and there- 
fore it is incumbent on us all to ſympathize with thoſe who 
ſuffer, and to endeavour as far as we can to eaſe and 
ſoften the Sorrows of our Fellow Creatures, and heal thoſe 
Wounds which the Fall of Man hath inflicted. | 
We are all of us averſe to Pain and Sickneſs, and are 
uſually ſo anxious in ſeeking Help for ourſelves, that 
even the largeſt Expence we can undergo, is looked upon 
as nothing, whilſt it is laid out to procure for us Eaſe 
and Health. But what-muſt thoſe unhappy Perſons do, 
who are at once afflicted with ſome grievous Diſeaſe and 
pinching Poverty, —who perhaps are expoſed to all, or many 
of thoſe Inconveniencies which tend to heighten the Diſor- 
der and augment their Miſery,—are deſtitute of a Friend 
to help, or even to pity them, —are without the very 
188 Q m.aecegeaneſt 


18! 
meaneſt Accommodations, — have no Houſe where to lay 


their wretched Heads, or repoſe. their aching Limbs, and, 
at one and the ſame Time, are ſtruggling with Hunger and 
Thirſt, with Cold and Nakedneſs, and the additional Mi- 
ſery of a diſtempered Bedy ? If no Door was open to theſe 
unfortunate Creatures, —if no Relief was afforded them, this 
| whole City would have the Appearance of a Lazar-houſe, 
and every Street would exhibit to our View the moſt me- 
lancholy and ſhocking Scenes that a working Fancy can 
imagine. To prevent which, our pious Anceſtors erected 
the Hoſpitals of St. Bartholomew and St. Thomas, for the 
Entertainment and Relief of the difeaſed Poor; and theſe, 
from ſmall Beginnings, have by the well-judged Liberality 
of ſucceeding Times ſo far increaſed, that, according to the 
Report, thera have been cured and diſcharged from St. Bar- 
tholomew's Hoſpital, the laſt Year, of wounded; mai med, 
fick, and diſeaſed Perſons out of this great City, and. other 
Parts of bis Majeſty's Dominions, and foreign Parts, F2243 . 
many of them relieved with Money and other Neceſſaries at 
their Departure to accommodate abe in their Eeturn to. 
their ſeveral Habitations.. f 

A particular Charity of Truſſes given e e 2G 
Buried this Year, after much Charge in their Illneſs, 316 
bps "6g mann Cure, at the Charge of the He 


pital, 880 
11 8 that. ** are od have ak 3 tbe 1 
tbe ſaid Hoſpital, the Year laſt paſt, of poor, 
el, and lame Perſons, auffityre. of all other 
Kelieſ, in all 8494 


Tae have been cured and diſcharged x VE St. 

Thomas's Hoſpital in Southwark this la/? Year, 1 
e wounded, maimed, fick, and diſeaſed Perſons, 6013 
| Buried from thence this Year, after much Charge at 
in their Sickneſti.— — 224 


— 


. Remaining COW 7 761 


119 
So that there are and have been this Year, of poor 
miſerable Objects, under the Cure of the ſaid 
Hoſpital, in all — — 7021 


But of all miſerable Objects, none are more worthy of 
Commiſeration than thoſe who are under the Deluſion of a 
diſtempered Brain, and have nothing left to declare them 
a Part of our Species but their Shape and their Voice, 

When Reaſon, the beſt Gift which God hath imparted 
to Mankind, is defaced or impaired, that Guide which was 
deſigned to lead us into Truth, and to fill the Mind with 
uſeful Knowledge, ſo far degenerates from its proper Office, 
that it miſleads Men into Error, and blinds their Eyes againſt 
the moſt glaring Light of Truth; the Notions which have 
been formerly imbibed, are either obliterated, or unſettled 
and diſplaced, and oppoſite or contradictory Ideas are con- 
need with each other; ſo that from thence the moſt ab- 
ſurd Principles are laid down, and ridiculous Concluſions 
drawn from them ; and on this Plan nothing but the moſt 
extravagant Reſolutions can be formed, and the Actions 
which flow from thence will favour of nothing but Wild- 
neſs and Brutality, 3 EY A 

That muſt certainly be a deplorable Situation, which ren- 
ders a Man ignorant of himſelf, and of his own real Cha- 
rater ;— in which he who is poſſeſſed of Honour and 
Riches, ſhall think himſelf mean and poor, and be in 
Dread of Want :—The Beggar ſhall put on the Authority 
and Air of a Monarch :—Whilſt ſome ſeem to enjoy an 
imaginary Felicity, others are caſt down to the Depth of 
Deſpair and Melancholy: — Whilſt thoſe are raiſed and ex- 
aſperated to the Fury and Rage of a Fiend ; theſe are de- 
preſſed and ſunk almoſt to the State of Inſenſibility. Such 
Variety is there in this Sort of human Miſery — But I for- 
bear to inſiſt any longer on this Topick ; fince one ſingle 
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View of the Cells of Bethlebem will make you more deeply 
ſenſible of this Diſtreſs, and of the Uſefulneſs of this Hoſpi- 


tal, than any thing I can ſay 3: and, according to the Report, 
there have been admitted into the Hoſpital of Bethlehem 


this laſt Year, diſtradted Men and Women | 1 54 
Cured of their Lunacy, and diſcharged thence the 
aid Tear © — { 

Diſtracted Perſons buried the laſt Year T6: 

No cer * Cure — 254 


| When the Objeas before named are provided for, the 
charitable Man will fill find others who are entitled to his 
Care; bis tender Heart will grieve to ſee human Nature 
diſgraced by thoſe who ſtroll about the Streets, and have 
no other Means of procuring themſelves a wretched Sub- 
ſiſtence, than by the -baſe Methods of pilfering or De- 
bauchery. The only way of doing good to theſe, who. 
are unwilling, to do good to themſelves, is, by proper Se- 
verities to oblige them to earn their own Maintenance, and 
by wholſome Correction to prevail on them to be chaſte, 
honeſt, and induſtrious: And, with this Vie w, there bave 
been 
| Received this laſt Year into the Hoſpital of Bride- 
well, Vagrants and other indi; gent and miſerable 
People, all which have had Plyjeh ick, and ſuch 
other Relief, at the Charge of leid Hy Ho 770 wh 
4s: their Neceſfities require 378 


And beſides this, to prevent Youth from bel by Idle- 
nefs ſednced into Vice, there are eighiy Apprentices in the 
Jaid Hipital, brought up in divers Arts and Trades. 


Theſe are the charitable Foundations which adorn and. 
bleſs yous City: Theſe are the Corbans always. open to re- 


celve. 


=, 
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cetve your Alms: And they each of them crave your AC- 
fiſtance on this Account eſpecially, becauſe the fixed Re- 
venue of the reſpective Houſes are not ſufficient to defray 
the conſtant annual Charges of theſe extenfive Charities ;— 

much leſs to enlarge them farther, which nothing prevents 
but the want of more Benefactions. And much Need there 
certainly is of ſuch Enlargement: For it is too plainly diſ- 
cernible that Vice increaſeth together with the Number of 


cour Inhabitants; and Miſery, which ever follows cloſe at 


the Heels of Sloth and Debauchery, is more frequently to be 


met with, and pleads carneſtly for Relief, How are our 


Eyes daily offended with the Sight of meagre and pallid 
Wretches who crowd our Streets, and make our Walks un- 


pleaſant? How are our Ears pierced with the mournful, 


trembling Voices, the Sighs and Groans of complaining 
Mortals ? If their Complaints are feigned, it would be a 
glorious Exertion of Power to dete& and puniſh thoſe 


wicked Cheats, who thus divert the Charity of well-diſ- 


poſed Perſons from its proper Channel; and who uſually 


ſpend what is given for their Relief on pernicious Liquors, 
which render them fit for the moſt daring Attempts, and 


endanger all who come in their way. But if their Miſeries 
are real, it were Pity but the Doors of our Hoſpitals could 
open wide enough to receive them all. 

And here I cannot forbear reminding you of ſome, for 


whom but a very ſcanty Proviſion is as yet made; and 


giving a Hint which may well deſerve the Attention of the 
Publick, and the Regard of the Charitable and Munificent : 


They whom I have in my View are the unhap PpY Incura- 


Bes, —unhappy, in that they are either judged incapable 


of Admittance into your Hoſpitals; or elſe the Houſe 
which receives them, after ſome unſucceſsful Efforts, is 
by its Conſtitution obliged, though with Grief and Re- 
OT: to diſmiſs them, that they may not fill "P the 

acc. 
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Place of others on whom they are in Hopes of working 
a Cure: And how deplorable is the Condition of thoſe 
unfortunate People, when abandoned to the wide World, 
loaded both with Poverty, and a waſting or painful Di- 
{temper which admits no Cure? 

But this I leave to your more mature and leiſurely Con- 
ſideration, and haſten to conclude. | 

You have heard the Evidence of the Reſurrection of our 
bleſſed Saviour, for the Confirmation of your Faith; and have 
been directed to ſeveral Particulars in which you may com- 
mendably exerciſe your Love to your Fellow Creatures: And 
the Uſe to be made of this, is, to determine to do all the 
Good to the Souls and Bodies of Mankind that your Cir- 
cumſtances in Life will admit of; and firmly to believe 


that grand Article of our holy Religion, which we at 


this Seaſon ſolemnly commemorate ; not permitting any 
minute and trifling Objections either to ſhake your Faith, 
or prevent your Charity, And may Almighty God give 
us all Grace thus to reſolve, and endue us with Strength 
and Power to keep theſe Reſolutions ; that being /tedfa/? 
in the Faith, adding to our Faith Virtue, and being rooted 
and grounded in Love *, we may pleaſe him in this Life, 
and in the next be rewarded by him with eternal Hap- 
pineſs, through the Merits of him who died for our Sins 
and roſe again for our Juſtification, even Feſus Chriſt, our 
only Mediator and Redeemer ; to whom, with the Father 
and the Holy Ghoſt, Three Perſons, One God, be aſcribed, 
as is moſt due, all Honour, Praiſe, and Adoration, now 
and for ever. Amen. : 


F 
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2 1 ket. v. 9. 2 Pet, l. J. Eph. li 17. 


BOOKS publiſhed by the Rev. Mr. Yardley, Archdeacon 
e Cardigan, and are to be ſold by B. Dod at the Bible 
and Key in Ave-Mary Lane, near "Stationers Hall. 


"- HE Rational Communicant : Or a Practical Ex- 
poſition on the Communion Service; in four Ser- 
' mons. To which is annexed, an Euchariſtical Office. 

2. The Genealogies of Jeſus Chriſt, critically examined, 
explained, defended, and reconciled, 

3. A Sermon before the Sons of the Clergy, April 16, 
1741. 

mM” Two Sermons ; on the Faſt, December 18, 1745, and 
on the Thankſgiving for the Suppreſſion of the Rebellion, 
October g, 1746. | 

5. A Sermon before the Governors of the Middleſex 
Hoſpital for Sick and Lame, and Lying-in Married Wo- 
men, March 7, 1748-9. 
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